OKLAHOMA VETERANS COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
												

A regular meeting of the Oklahoma Veterans Commission was held at the Oklahoma Veterans Center, Conference Room, Claremore, Oklahoma on March 20, 2015 at 10:00 a.m.  Notice was given pursuant to O.S. Section 301 et seq. by submitting to the Secretary of State and by posting an agenda on the front door of the Commissions office building at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.

Members of the Commission and staff present were:

Ms. Jerletta Halford-Pandos, Vice Chair, Disabled American Veterans, Kellyville
Mr. John Carter, Commissioner, At Large, Norman
Ms. Rebecca McGary, Commissioner, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Del City
Mr. Tom Richey, Commissioner, Paralyzed American Veterans, McLoud
Mr. Lloyd Smithson, Commissioner, National Guard Association of Oklahoma, Yukon
Mr. Robert Willis, Commissioner, The American Legion, Edmond
Mr. Terry Wilkerson, Deputy Director
Mr. Rob Arrington, State Homes Administrator
Ms. Regeana McCracken, Administrator, Ardmore
Mr. Tim Potteiger, Administrator, Claremore
Ms. Tonya Hendricks, Administrator, Lawton
Ms. Stacie Paige, Administrator, Sulphur
Ms. Cindy Jones, Assistant Administrator, Claremore
Ms. Sheila Collier, Assistant Administrator, Claremore
Ms. Kara Smith, Assistant Attorney General
Ms. Shantha Varahan, Chief Financial Officer
Ms. Dorita Herd, Construction Programs Administrator
Ms. Tamara Hodge, Payroll Programs Administrator
Ms. Lori Kennedy, Education/Training Programs Administrator
Mr. Shane Faulkner, Public Information Officer
Ms. Belinda White, Administrative Programs Officer

Absent:	Mr. Robert Clark, Chairman, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Yukon
		Mr. Robert Keister, Secretary, The American Legion, Granite
		Mr. Larry Van Schuyver, Commissioner, Military Order of Purple Heart

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m.

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance

The invocation was given by Commissioner Carter and the pledge of allegiance was led by Commissioner Richey.

1. Report of Secretary of Veterans Affairs (No discussion)

General Myles Deering, Secretary of Veterans Affairs was not able to attend the meeting; therefore, a report was not submitted.
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2. Open Public Comments (Limited to matters on the agenda which are proper items for discussion by the Commission. Open Public Comments are limited to five minutes per person)

There were no open public comments.						

3. Approval of Minutes of the Oklahoma Veterans Commission Regular Meeting

· February 20, 2015 – Regular Meeting

Commissioner McGary made a motion to approve the minutes of the Oklahoma Veterans Commission Meeting of February 20, 2015 as submitted.

Commissioner Richey seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Halford-Pandos, Carter, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Willis
Absent:	Clark, Keister, Van Schuyver

4. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Funded Chaplain Positions at Each Veterans Center – Commissioner McGary

Commissioner Richey made a motion to table Funded Chaplain Positions at Each Veterans Center for the next meeting.

Commissioner Smithson seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Halford-Pandos, Carter, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Willis
Absent:	Clark, Keister, Van Schuyver

5. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding ODVA Mission Statement – Commissioner Smithson

Commissioner Smithson asked to table this item for the next meeting.

6. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Revision and Final Approval of Proposed Emergency Rules Title 770, Chapter 1, Subchapter 1, Section 1, Concerning General Provisions, Oklahoma Veterans Commission – Terry Wilkerson

Mr. Wilkerson called on Tamara Hodge to read the revisions to the rules and call for permanent approval of the following rules (Items 6 thru 15).

Commissioner Richey made a motion to approve final revisions to Title 770, Chapter 1, Subchapter 1, Section 1, Concerning General Provisions, Oklahoma Veterans Commission and approve as a permanent rule.

Commissioner McGary seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Halford-Pandos, Carter, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Willis
Absent:	Clark, Keister, Van Schuyver
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7. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Revision and Final Approval of Proposed Emergency Rules Title 770, Chapter 1, Subchapter 3, Section 2, Concerning Organizational Structure 
												
Commissioner Richey made a motion to approve final revisions to Title 770, Chapter 1 Subchapter 3, Section 2, Concerning Organizational Structure and approve as a permanent rule.

Commissioner Smithson seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Halford-Pandos, Carter, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Willis
Absent:	Clark, Keister, Van Schuyver

8. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Revision and Final Approval of Proposed Emergency Rules Title 770, Chapter 1, Subchapter 5, Concerning Open Records Act 

Commissioner Richey made a motion to approve final revisions to Title 770, Chapter 1, Subchapter 5, Concerning Open Records Act and approve as a permanent rule.

Commissioner Smithson seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Halford-Pandos, Carter, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Willis
Absent:	Clark, Keister, Van Schuyver

9. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Revision and Final Approval of Proposed Emergency Rules Title 770, Chapter 10, Subchapter 1, Section 3, Concerning Eligibility Requirements

Commissioner Richey made a motion to approve final revisions to Title 770, Chapter 10, Subchapter 1, Section 3, Concerning Eligibility Requirements and approve as a permanent rule.

Commissioner McGary seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Halford-Pandos, Carter, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Willis
Absent:	Clark, Keister, Van Schuyver

10. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Revision and Final Approval of Proposed Emergency Rules Title 770, Chapter 10, Subchapter 1, Section 4, Concerning Admission Priorities and Procedures

Commissioner Richey made a motion to approve final revisions to Title 770, Chapter 10, Subchapter 1, Section 4, Concerning Admission Priorities and Procedures and approve as a permanent rule.

Commissioner McGary seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Halford-Pandos, Carter, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Willis
Absent:	Clark, Keister, Van Schuyver

11. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Revision and Final Approval of Proposed Emergency Rules Title 770, Chapter 10, Subchapter 3, Section 1, Concerning Care and Maintenance Charges
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Commissioner Richey made a motion to approve final revisions to Title 770, Chapter 10, Subchapter 3, Section 1, Concerning Care and Maintenance Charges and approve as a permanent rule.
												
Commissioner McGary seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Halford-Pandos, Carter, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Willis
Absent:	Clark, Keister, Van Schuyver

12. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Revision and Final Approval of Proposed Emergency Rules Title 770, Chapter 15, Subchapter 1, Section 1, Concerning General Provisions – Claims Services

Commissioner Richey made a motion approve final revisions to Title 770, Chapter 15, Subchapter 1, Section 1, Concerning General Provisions – Claims Services and approve as a permanent rule.

Commissioner McGary seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Halford-Pandos, Carter, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Willis
Absent:	Clark, Keister, Van Schuyver

13. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Revision and Final Approval of Proposed Emergency Rules Title 770, Chapter 15, Subchapter 3, Section 1, Concerning Policies and Procedures for Claims Officers, Hospital Officers and Veterans Service Officers

Commissioner Richey made a motion to approve final revisions to Title 770, Chapter 15, Subchapter 3, Section 1, Concerning Policies and Procedures for Claims Officers, Hospital Officers, and Veterans Service Officers and approve as a permanent rule.

Commissioner McGary seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Halford-Pandos, Carter, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Willis
Absent:	Clark, Keister, Van Schuyver

14. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Revision and Final Approval of Proposed Emergency Rules Title 770, Chapter 15, Subchapter 3, Section 2, Concerning Disaster Assistance

Commissioner Richey made a motion to approve the final revisions to Title 770, Chapter 15, Subchapter 3, Section 2, Concerning Disaster Assistance.

	Commissioner McGary seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:
	
Aye:		Halford-Pandos, Carter, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Willis
Absent:	Clark, Keister, Van Schuyver

15. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Revision and Final Approval of Proposed Emergency Rules Title 770, Chapter 15, Subchapter 5, Section 1, Concerning Eligibility for Financial Assistance


OKLAHOMA VETERANS COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES            March 20, 2015			Page 5

Commissioner McGary made a motion to approve the final revisions to Title 770, Chapter 15, Subchapter5, Section 1, Concerning Eligibility for Financial Assistance.
										
Commissioner Richey seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Halford-Pandos, Carter, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Willis
Absent:	Clark, Keister, Van Schuyver

16. Oklahoma Veterans Commission Oversight Committee Report – Chair, Jerletta Halford- Pandos
(No Discussion)

No report was given.

17. Oklahoma Veterans Commission Finance Committee Report – Chair, Rebecca McGary (No Discussion)

Copies of the Oklahoma Veterans Commission Finance Committee Report are attached to file copies of the meeting minutes.

18. Oklahoma Department of Veterans Affairs Report – Myles Deering, Executive Director

a. FY2015 Budget and Expenditures  - Shantha Varahan (No Discussion)

Shantha Varahan, Chief Financial Officer reported to the Commission regarding FY2015 Budget and Expenditures (copies of the FY2015 Budget and Expenditures Report are attached to file copies of the meeting minutes)

b. FY2015 Construction Projects at all Centers – Dorita Herd (No discussion)

Dorita Herd, Construction Programs Administrator reported to the Commission regarding FY2015 Construction Projects at all Centers (copies of the FY2015 Construction Projects at all Centers Report are attached to file copies of the meeting minutes).

c. Public Information Officer’s Report/2015 Legislation Update (No discussion)

Shane Faulkner, Publications Program Administrator reported to the Commission regarding Public Information and an update regarding 2015 Legislation (copies of the Public Information Officer’s Report/2015 Legislation Update are attached to file copies of the meeting minutes).

d. Claims and Benefits Division (No discussion)

Bill Ransier, Claims Manager reported to the Commission regarding the Claims and Benefits Division (copies of the Claims and Benefits Report are attached to file copies of the meeting minutes).

e. State Homes Administrators Report (No discussion)

Rob Arrington, State Homes Administrator reported to the Commission regarding the State Homes (copies of the State Homes Report are attached to file copies of the meeting minutes).
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f. Peer Review (No discussion)
											
No report was given.

19. Proposed Executive Session Pursuant to O.S. § Section 307 B (4) & B (7) In Order to Conduct Confidential Communications Between a Public Body and It’s Attorney Concerning a Pending Investigation, Claim, or Action Relating to Discharge of a Resident at a Veterans Center Where With the Advice of It’s Attorney Determines That Disclosure Will Impair the Ability of the Public Body to Process the Claim or Conduct a Pending Investigation, Litigation, or Proceeding in the Public Interest and Where Discussing the Matter in Open Session Would Violate Confidentiality Requirements of State and/or Federal Law.

Proposed Executive Session Pursuant to 25 O.S. § Section 307 B (1) to Discuss the Employment, Compensation, Appointment, Disciplining or Resignation of the Central Office, Safety Programs Administrator.

Commissioner Carter made a motion to enter into executive session.

Commissioner Smithson seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Halford-Pandos, Carter, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Willis
Absent:	Clark, Keister, Van Schuyver

The meeting recessed to go into executive session at 11:12 a.m.

20. Vote to Reconvene Into Open Session

Commissioner Carter made a motion to return to open session.

Commissioner Richey seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Halford-Pandos, Carter, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Willis
Absent:	Clark, Keister, Van Schuyver

The meeting reconvened into open session at 11:40 a.m.

21. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding The Executive Session

There was no action to be taken regarding the executive session.

22. New Business (Must be regarding a subject that was unforeseen twenty-four hours prior to the meeting).

There was no new business submitted.
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23. Submission of Possible Agenda Items by the Oklahoma Veterans Commission for the Next Scheduled Meeting (No discussion).
										
· Explanation of the time frame of the bid process from the beginning process to approval – Commissioner Willis
· Follow-up on training for feeding residents – Commissioner Willis

24. Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting

	May 15, 2015
	Friday, 10:00 a.m.
	Conference Room
	Oklahoma Veterans Center
	Clinton, Oklahoma

25. Adjournment

Commissioner Carter made a motion to adjourn.

Commissioner Smithson seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

Aye:		Halford-Pandos, Carter, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Willis
Absent:	Clark, Keister, Van Schuyver

The meeting adjourned at 11:59 a.m.









