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A meeting of the Oklahoma Veterans Commission was held at the Oklahoma Veterans Center, Norman, Oklahoma on April 15, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.  Notice was given pursuant to O.S. Section 301 et seq. by submitting to the Secretary of State and by posting an agenda on the front door of the Commissions office building at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.

Members of the Commission and staff present were:

Ms. Jerletta Halford-Pandos, Chairperson, Disabled American Veterans, Kellyville
Mr. John Carter, Vice Chair, Member at Large, Norman
Mr. Robert Clark, Commissioner, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Yukon
Ms. Rebecca McGary, Commissioner, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Del City
Mr. Tom Richey, Commissioner, Paralyzed American Veterans, McLoud
Mr. Lloyd Smithson, Commissioner, National Guard Association of Oklahoma, Yukon
Mr. Eric Tuck, Commissioner, The American Legion, Fort Gibson
Mr. Myles Deering, Executive Director
Ms. Shantha Varahan, Chief Financial Officer
Ms. Dorita Herd, Construction Programs Administrator
Mr. Rob Arrington, Veterans Services Programs Director
Mr. Shane Faulkner, Public Information Officer
Ms. Nicole Miller, Legislative Liasion
Ms. Tina Williams, Clinical Compliance Administrator
Ms. Belinda White, Administrative Programs Officer
Mr. Matt Stangle, Assistant Attorney General

Absent:	Mr. Robert Willis, Secretary, The American Legion, Edmond
		Mr. Larry Van Schuyver, Commissioner, Military Order of Purple Heart, Edmond
		Ms. Rebecca McGary, Commissioner, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Del City
		(Ms. McGary entered the meeting at 10:15 a.m.)

1.  Call to Order

     The Meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m.

2.  Invocation

     The invocation was given by Commissioner Clark.

3.  Pledge of Allegiance

     The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Smithson.

4.  Introduction and Welcome to Visitors and Guests

     The Chairperson welcomed all visitors and guests to the meeting.
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5.  Open Public Comments

     There were no open public comments.

6.  Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Approval of Meeting and Executive Session Minutes of
     February 12, 2016, Oklahoma Veterans Commission Regular Meeting.

     Commissioner Carter made a motion to approve the meeting and executive session minutes of the February 
     12, 2016, Oklahoma Veterans Commission Regular Meeting as submitted.

     Commissioner Richey seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

     Aye:	Halford-Pandos, Carter, Clark, Richey, Smithson, Tuck

     Absent:	McGary, Van Schuyver, Willis

7.  Oklahoma Department of Veterans Affairs

	(a)  Executive Director’s Report to the Commission

		(1)   Update and possible discussion regarding progress of the new/remodeled ODVA building at 		        36th and Martin Luther King Boulevard.

The Director reported to the Commission that the demolition phase is completed and the                                                                            
		        next phase is up for bid and will close on the 21st of April.  The completion date will 
                                probably be December, 2016.
                    
		(2)  Discussion on the pending action to reduce on-site lab services at Talihina, Lawton and 
  		       Clinton Centers.

The Director reported to the Commission that the agency is in the process of reducing on-site Lab services at Talihina, Lawton and Clinton Centers.  These services will consolidated
between Claremore and Norman which will conduct all in-house labs with few exceptions.

		(3)  Discussion regarding the discovery of mold in the air conditioning system of the Talihina 
 		       Center.

		       The Director reported to the Commission regarding the discovery of mold in the air 
		       Conditioning system at the Talihina Center and the plan of remediation. 

		(4)  Discussion regarding the Daily Oklahoman report regarding possible lead in the water
		       system at the Talihina Center.
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		       The Director reported to the Commission the possibility of lead being in the water system
at the Talihina Center.  Three test were taken with one indicating lead and the other two test
were normal. They will be testing again to make sure the water is safe. It was also reported that the chlorine levels were high in the water.  The Centers water supply is furnished by the 
City of Talihina, therefore, they will be responsible for correcting.

(5)  Discussion regarding ODVA Symposium tentatively scheduled for mid-June, concerning
       Veterans Issues.

       The Director reported to the Commission regarding the ODVA Symposium, tentatively 
       scheduled for June 13, 2016 at the Embassy Suites, Norman, Oklahoma.  The purpose
       of the Symposium is to invite potential partners to partner with the agency in order that
       ODVA will be more visible and be able to reach out to more of Oklahoma’s Veterans.
       The Director invited the Commission to attend.

(6)  Discussion regarding ODVA/Native American Consultation.

       The Director reported to the Commission regarding ODVA’s efforts to insure that the 
       Agency is doing everything necessary to support the Native American Veterans of all
       Tribes.

(7)  Discussion regarding ODVA Claims Division partnering with the Choctaw Tribal 
      Nation in order ODVA to be a resource for claims information for the Choctaw Tribal 
      Veterans.

      The Director reported to the Commission that ODVA has entered an agreement with 
      Choctaw Nation and will place a Veterans Service Representative in Durant, Oklahoma
      to provide support and assist with claims.

(8)  Discussion regarding legislation signed by the Governor authorizing ODVA the ability
       to hire in house counsel.

       The Director reported to the Commission that legislation was passed and signed by the 
       Governor that allows ODVA to employee an in house attorney, effective immediately.
       The current contract with Attorney General’s office will terminate April 31, 2016.

	 The Director expressed his appreciation for the Attorney General’s staff.

(9)  Discussion regarding the Daily Oklahoman report concerning ODVA maintenance charge
       Increase to be implemented July, 2016.
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       The Director reported to the Commission the method of accessing income to arrive at 
       correct maintenance charge for each resident.

Commissioner McGary entered the meeting at 10:15 a.m.

                     (10)  Information and possible discussion regarding converting to MEDICAID/MEDICARE in 
 	 Oklahoma Veterans Centers.

	The Director reported to the Commission that after researching the agency has found that 
	 it is more beneficial to the Veteran and their family by not converting to MEDICAID/-
	 MEDICARE.

                     (11)   Update and possible discussion regarding Public Information and Legislative initiatives
	 Relating to ODVA.

	 The Director reported to the Commission that Nicole Miller, Legislative Liaison is 
	 working hard and hears a lot of positive opinions regarding the agency.  He feels that
	 the agency is headed in the right direction. (Copies of the Legislative Report are attached
	 to file copies of the meeting minutes).

(b)  ROB ARRINGTON, DIRECTOR OF VETERANS PROGRAMS, SERVICES & CLAIMS
       AND BENEFITS DIVISION

         (1)	Update and possible discussion regarding Veterans Programs and Services.

	Mr. Arrington reported to the Commission regarding the Veterans Programs and Services
                  Division.

         (2)	Update and possible discussion regarding the Claims and Benefits Division.

	Mr. Arrington reported to the Commission regarding the Claims and Benefits Division 
	(Copies of the Claims and Benefits Report are attached file copies of the meeting minutes).

(c)   FINANCIAL SERVICES – Shantha Varahan, Chief Financial Officer or Alternate

         (1)	Statistics and Discussion Regarding: FY-16 Budget Projections; Expenditure Budget to 
	Actual; FY-16 Revenue Projected to Actual; Fy-16 Revolving Fund Revenue; Basic and 
	Service-Connected Per Diem Rates; Average Occupancy Rate; Total Days of Resident 
	Care; Agency Special Fund; Current Awarded Capital Projects.

	Ms. Varahan reported to the Commission regarding the Financial Services (Copies of the 
	Financial Services report are attached to file copies of the meeting minutes).
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(d)   CONSTRUCTION SERVICES – Dorita Herd, Construction Administrator or 
	Alternate

         (1)	Statistics and Discussion regarding all construction projects concerning Ardmore,
			Claremore, Clinton, Lawton, Norman, Sulphur and Talihina Veterans Centers, Central 
			Office and agency wide projects.
		      Ms. Herd reported to the Commission regarding Construction Services (Copies of the
		      Construction Services report are attached to file copies of the meeting minutes).
  
            (e)    OKLAHOMA VETERAN CENTERS – Terry Wilkerson, State Homes Director   

	          (1)    Statistics and Discussion regarding the following: total beds vs. filled beds; residents
		       branch of service and service period percentage; residents service connected disability
		       rating percentage; residents age and gender average; annual bed turnover rate; veteran
		       center personnel percentage, authorized FTE, current permanent employees, current 
	                   temporary employees, total FTE filled, percentage FTE filled; medical services; nursing
		       turnover; new hires; worker’s compensation cases FY-16 YTD; veteran employees;
    		       training events.

		      Mr. Wilkerson reported to the Commission regarding the Oklahoma Veterans Centers
		      (Copies of the Oklahoma Veterans Center reports are attached to file copies of the meeting
		      Minutes.

8.   New Business

      Pursuant to 25 O.S. § 311, “New Business” shall mean any matter not known about or which could not have     
      been reasonably foreseen prior to the time of posting (twenty-four hours prior to the meeting).

     There was no new business submitted.

9.   Submission of Possible Agenda Items by the Oklahoma Veterans Commission for the Next Scheduled 
      Meeting

      The Chairman asked the election of Oklahoma Veterans Commission officers be placed on the next agenda.

10. Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting

	June 17, 2016
	Friday, 10:00 a.m.
	Conference Room
	Oklahoma Veterans Center
	Ardmore, Oklahoma
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11.  Adjournment

       Commissioner Carter made a motion to adjourn,

       Commissioner McGary seconded the motion and the vote is as follows:

       Aye:	Halford-Pandos, Carter, Clark, McGary, Richey, Smithson, Tuck
       Absent:	Van Schuyver, Willis

       The meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m.





		       


